
Session 6 

Follow-up work (answers) 
 

Watch the footage and complete the blanks: 

 

‘I think politics is_rubbish.’ 

‘Boring.’ 

‘Mandatory.’ 

‘Untrustworthy.’ 

‘Untrustworthy.’ 

‘Nice’(?) 

‘Rubbish.’ 

‘Music’(?) 

‘Confusing. Difficult, but interesting. I think it’s quite interesting.’ 

‘It’s not easy. I don’t know what you want me to say.’ 

‘I do want to know about politics because, obviously, yeah, it’s very important.’ 

‘I love politics, but at the same time , I hate politics.’ 

‘A lot of people should try to get more involved in politics. If young people don’t get involved in 

politics, who are going to be the leaders for tomorrow?’ 

‘If there’s something that needs to be changed, I’d like to think I could change it in some kind 

of way.’ 

‘I think a lot of people feel that there’s no choice anymore; there’s no politicians that speak the 

truth.’ 

‘I respect them for what they do even though I don’t know what they’re doing; but (it) must 

be something good.’ 

‘When you’re young, you’re more interested in having fun, or maybe something that’s going on 

celebrity culture and it’s a little bit sad, ‘cause you need a balance of both really. It’s good to 

have a laugh, but it’s good to talk about serious things as well.’ 

 

 

Read the article and answer the following questions: 

 

It is not the politics, but the way they are presented. It seems to young people that politics is 

only for a closed, rather intellectual group of people, even if young people are concerned about 

many political issues. 

 

‘Highbrow’ means intellectual. 

 

Yes; 4 million new voters have appeared since the last election in the UK. Also, if all the young 

people had voted over the last 40 years, the Labour Party would have won almost every 

election. 

 

Generally speaking, young people are sceptical about politicians trying to curry favour with 

them. Some examples cited in the text are the use of Facebook and Twitter and also William 

Hague’s wearing of a baseball cap. 

 

Going out to speak to people at non-election times and trying to be realistic that it is unlikely 

that political engagement for 18 year-olds will come from such things as measures for 

mortgage-holders and parents. 

 

No, young people have always felt more politically disengaged. As John Curtice says, ‘It is 

always…… true and has always been true throughout the history of democracy that young 

people are less likely to come out and vote.’ 

 


